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THE SMITHFIELD GAZETTE 

EDITION 173    December 2021

The Smithfield Gazette 
wishes all its readers  

Season’s Greetings 
and   

Very Best Wishes for 2022 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.smithfieldmarket.com 

 

Smithfield Meat Market 
turkey · poultry · game · pork · lamb · beef · offal 

sausages · bacon · other provisions · halal 
 

open to the trade and the public all year round 
Monday to Friday excluding Bank Holidays from midnight to 7am 

 
Open midnight to 7am from Monday 13th to Friday 24th December, including Saturday 

and Sunday, then from 29th to 31st December 

The Market will be closed on 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th December and 1st, 2nd, 3rd January.   
Normal opening resumes from 4th January. 

 
 

mailto:info@smithfieldmarket.com
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj5lOrL-vbeAhWOalAKHX5iCQQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://clipart.gayaba.org/free-clipart-christmas-borders/&psig=AOvVaw1Jb8YLUcBO1JFCEn0tZofB&ust=1543490012349069
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj5lOrL-vbeAhWOalAKHX5iCQQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://clipart.gayaba.org/free-clipart-christmas-borders/&psig=AOvVaw1Jb8YLUcBO1JFCEn0tZofB&ust=1543490012349069
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THE SMITHFIELD GAZETTE 

COMMENT 
 

I expect that most of us thought that we would have 
seen the end of the Covid pandemic by now and that 
life would be getting back to normal. 
 
As I write, a new variant, Omicron, is causing concern 
and many of the restrictions that had been lifted in the 
summer are being re-imposed.  As ever, there are 
mixed messages about what people should and 
shouldn’t do.  Last year, many of us were unable to 
celebrate Christmas as we would have liked but my 
sense this year is that most of us will be going ahead 
with our plans whatever the experts say.  
 
On a more hopeful note, the Elizabeth Line is finally 
due to open in the first half of 2022 – after all the 
disruption we endured while it was being built, this will 
be very welcome. 
 

CHRISTMAS OPENING 
 

Details of Christmas opening times for the Market are 
on the front page of this Gazette.  If you plan to visit 
the Market in the run up to Christmas you should note 
that special parking and travel arrangements will be in 
place around the Market from 10pm until 8am on 

Thursday/Friday 16/17 December 

Sunday/Monday 19/20 December 

Monday/Tuesday 20/21 December 

Tuesday/Wednesday 21/22 December 

Wednesday/Thursday 22/23 December 

Thursday/Friday 23/24 December 

 

Full information can be found on the 

www.smithfieldmarket.com website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME 
 

My introduction to Smithfield was back in 1974. As an 
assistant meat buyer based in Sheffield many of our 
suppliers were situated around Smithfield Market and 
we often came down to visit. I didn’t trade in the actual 
market, in that era most of the major companies were 
located around Smithfield, names such as Weddel, CR 
Barron, Towers, B. Thompson, CDB Meats, Allied 
Meats, Transoceanic, Stockbreeders to name but a 
few, some of whom are still around but no longer in 
Smithfield. 
 
In 1978 I went to work in Smithfield for one of those 
companies at 54 West Smithfield. There was 
something very special about walking from Farringdon 
Station through the Market to my office, even at 8 
o’clock in the morning the atmosphere was vibrant, the 
banter amusing and if I was lucky enough to be 
included the breakfast in the Cock Tavern was always 
an experience. 
 
I continued working around Smithfield until the mid-
eighties, when the company I worked for moved out of 
London, like so many at that time. However, around 
this time I also joined the Board of the International 
Meat Trade Association, whose offices were above the 
Central Market, I went on to become Chairman in 2015 
and still have an office in Smithfield thereby keeping a 
connection. 
 
I had the honour to be elected Master of the 
Worshipful Company of Butchers in September 2021, 
with Butcher’s Hall a stone’s throw from the Market my 
connection is only strengthened. 
 
I was recently asked if I would organise a visit to the 
Market for a team of young meat buyers. Having 
consulted with Greg Lawrence (Chairman of the 
Smithfield Market Tenants’ Association) he kindly 
agreed to host the visit at 3.30am in order to see the 
Market in action.  So nearly fifty years after my first visit 
it was wonderful to introduce the next generation and 
see their reaction on social media. This is my favourite 
comment, it sums up the impact that the market can 
have on people from all backgrounds in our industry. 
 
“Toured a medieval meat market over 800 years old, 
how lucky are we. Thank you to the legendary Greg for 
an insightful tour, we will be back”. 
 
It’s great to see Smithfield Market and its history in the 
City of London still has a special place in our Industry. 
Will there be a Market with such history and 
atmosphere in another fifty years ? 
 

Margaret Boanas 
Master, Worshipful Company of Butchers and 

Chairman of the International Meat Trade Association 
 

 
QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

 
“We contend that for a nation to try to tax itself 
into prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket 

and trying to lift himself up by the handle.” 

 
Winston S Churchill 

 

http://www.smithfieldmarket.com/
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LORD MAYOR’S VISIT TO 

SMITHFIELD MARKET 

 

After having to cancel the Lord Mayor’s annual visit to 
Smithfield Market in 2020, the designated date for 
2021, 10 June, fell in the unlocking process, so it was 
able to go ahead but not in quite the normal way.   
Group numbers at that stage were restricted to six 
indoors and thirty outdoors, so we were able to invite 
the Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress, the sheriffs and their 
consorts and the Director of Markets, Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman of Markets Committee as well as the 
elected members for Farringdon Without. 

 
The tour of the Market was undertaken in small groups 
starting and finishing in Grand Avenue.  The traditional 
presentation of meat from the Tenants’ Association 
was made at the beginning of the tour.   At the end 
refreshments were served in Grand Avenue – not the 
usual breakfast at Butchers’ Hall but it was still a 
convivial gathering.  Both the Lord Mayor and Greg 
Lawrence, Chairman of the SMTA made short 
speeches. 

 

 

 

 

BEECH STREET ZERO 
EMISSION SCHEME 

An Experimental Traffic Order (ETO) for Beech Street 
was in place for eighteen months until September 
2021, closing the street to all but electric vehicles.  This 
followed concerns about the air quality in the Beech 
Street tunnel. 

There were two legal challenges to the scheme.  The 
first was heard in October 2020 and was a statutory 
challenge of the validity of the ETO.  The judge found 
that the ETO was valid and could continue but that due 
to the failure to comply with correct procedure the ETO 
could not be made permanent in the usual way and a 
separate process would be needed to do that. 

The second challenge was a judicial review of the 
decision by Streets and Walkways Sub-Committee in 
February 2021 to continue the experimental scheme.  
This was heard on 10 August and was dismissed.  While 
this was taking place the City was prevented from 
doing further work on a permanent scheme.   

If a permanent scheme is to be introduced a new public 
consultation will be needed. 

The experimental scheme ended on 18 September.  
Beech Street was then reopened to general traffic and 
the closures at the junctions with Golden Lane and 
Bridgewater Street were removed. 

Infrastructure changes already made will remain in 
place in the event that it is decided to proceed with a 
similar permanent scheme in the future. 

 

 

 

 
 
Gregory Lawrence makes a presentation of meat to the Rt 
Hon The Lord Mayor, Alderman William Russell and the Lady 
Mayoress on behalf of the Smithfield Market Tenants’ 
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PROPOSED JUDICIAL REVIEW 

CLAIM AGAINST THE FOOD 
STANDARDS AGENCY 

 
The Association of Independent Meat Suppliers is co-
ordinating a claim against the FSA on behalf of the 
whole meat industry following legal advice that the 
FSA’s official control delivery system and charging 
system are unlawful.   A pre-action letter was sent in 
July. The issues being challenged are 
 

• Enforcement being unlawfully undertaken by 
employees of a third party when enforcement 
cannot be delegated 

 
• Enforcement costs being included in hourly 

charges to the whole industry when only the 
expenses of the competent authority for 
established non-compliances can be charged 
for and then only to the non-compliant 
business 
 

• Third party costs being included in charges 
when they can only be included if official 
controls have been delegated to the third party 

 
The letter requires the FSA to provide a detailed 
breakdown of the costs that it is charging to industry as 
required by the Regulations and warns that if a lawful 
basis for including the third party costs cannot be 
established, they will have to stop including them and 
reimburse previous unlawfully collected charges.   
 
The FSA was also required to stop collecting for the 
cost of enforcement under the official controls 
charging framework and to stop the third party from 
carrying out enforcement unless a lawful basis can be 
established. 
 
The FSA indicated that a reply would not be 
forthcoming until 27 August.  However, in the 
meantime, the third party employees have stopped 
making enforcement decisions and discussions on a 
new delivery system have started with industry bodies. 
 
AIMS hopes that a fit for purpose delivery system will 
result as well as a charging system that only recovers 
what is lawfully recoverable.  This would result in less 
conflict with the FSA and enable the industry to focus 
on other matters. 
 

 
 

 
NEW LORD MAYOR 

 
Alderman Vincent Keaveny was elected as the City of 
London’s 693rd Lord Mayor on 29 September 2021.  The 
formal handover from the outgoing Lord Mayor, 
Alderman William Russell, took place at the Silent 
Ceremony on Friday 12th November and this was 
followed by the Lord Mayor’s Show the following day. 
 
The new Lord Mayor is a partner at DLA Piper LLP, an 
international law firm with offices in Farringdon 
Within.  He advises banks and companies throughout 
the UK and Europe on banking, finance and capital 
markets. 
 
The new sheriffs for the year are Alderman Alison 
Gowman (Ward of Dowgate) who is a consultant at DLA 
Piper UK and Alderman Nicholas Lyons (Tower Ward) 
who is Chairman of FTSE 100 life insurance and 
pensions company Phoenix Group. 

 
 
 

SAVING FLEET STREET? 

The City has planning trouble on its hands again.  The 
planning committee has approved the demolition of 
two 1920s frontages in Fleet Street, numbers 72-78 
and 80-81 opposite the old Telegraph building.  Both 
buildings were originally occupied by the newspaper 
trade. 

This is in order that the City’s new Justice Quarter 
complex can go ahead containing the City of London 
Police’s new headquarters as well as Courts and 
offices.  There have been calls for the Housing 
Secretary to hold a public enquiry into the decision 
raising again the problem that the City has acted in 
judgment of its own application. 

There have been strong objections from Historic 
England, the Victorian Society, the Twentieth Century 
Society and Save Britain’s Heritage. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 
ROY YORK 

11 AUGUST 1946 – 19 MARCH 2021  

Roy York, who was the Pearly King of Smithfield, sadly 
died recently.  His life was commemorated at a get 
together at The Doggetts Coat and Badge, Blackfriars, 
on 15th August. 

Roy worked as a shopman cutter for many years on the 
Market but ended up behind the counter of Hussey’s 
Butchers in Wapping. 

Older workers at Smithfield will remember Roy.  
Whenever dignitaries visited the Market, he would 
turn out in his Pearly King outfit and collect money for 
good causes.   

He had formerly been an amateur boxer before having 
a number of unlicensed fights in the 1980s.  He was also 
a film extra and famously featured in the Frankie Goes 
to Hollywood video “Two Tribes” as well as videos for 
Spandau Ballet and Joe Boxer. 

  

 

 

DEREK BERRY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We reported the death of Derek Berry on 10th August 
2020 in a previous issue.  Derek had retired as  
Managing Director of JF Edwards (Smithfield) Ltd and 
was Honorary President of the Smithfield Market 
Tenants’ Association.  Derek’s partner, Joan, has kindly 
updated us on how she and his family have   
commemorated his life as so few people were able to 
attend his funeral due to pandemic restrictions. 

Exceptional, one-off, permission was given by the City 
of London for Derek’s ashes to be scattered in the 
Rotunda Gardens, Smithfield, on 9th October 
overlooked by the Victorian bronze statue of Peace.   
Permission was only given due to Derek’s long 
association with Smithfield Market, the Rotunda 
Garden and the City.  

In addition, a memorial leaf, pictured above, has been 
attached to the memorial tree at St Joseph’s Hospice, 
Hackney. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Photo courtesy of London Pearly Kings and Queens Society 

 

 
QUOTE  

 
“They say you die twice.  One time when you 

stop breathing and a second time, a bit later on, 
when somebody says your name for the last 

time.” 

Banksy 



 

 SMITHFIELD GAZETTE   6 
Printed & distributed by Smithfield Market Tenants’ Association, 225 Central Markets, London, EC1A 9LH 

Telephone  020 7248 3151     Email  info@smithfieldmarket.com 

 

Members of the Smithfield Market Tenants’ Association 

Abbijoe Ltd 
47 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7329 2400 
Fax: 020 7329 2401 
E: keithdr@sky.com 
 
George Abrahams Ltd 
22 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 7248 7365 
Fax: 020 7236 0256 
www.georgeabrahams.co.uk 
E: sales@georgeabrahams.co.uk 
 
Absalom & Tribe Ltd  
17-21 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 0101 
Fax: 020 7236 9026 
www.absalomandtribe.co.uk 
E: sales@absalomandtribe.co.uk 
 
David Andrade & Sons Ltd  
26 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 1173 
Fax: 020 7248 3313 
E: accounts@andrades.co.uk 
 
B J Meats Ltd  
45 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7489 0133 
Fax: 020 7236 7824 
 
James Burden Ltd  
18 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 736 0333 
Fax: 020 7489 8403 
 
24 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 7248 4266 
Fax: 020 7248 7113 
 
29 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7248 2388 
Fax: 020 7236 2411 
 
40 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7248 0121 
Fax: 020 7329 0584 
 
41 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 8830 
Fax: 020 7329 4764 

219 Central Markets 
E:info@jamesaburden.co.uk
www.jamesburden.co.uk 
Phone: 020 7236 4886  
Fax: 020 7236 2699 
 
 
 
 

Central Meat (Smithfield) Ltd 
37/39 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 0906 
Fax: 020 7329 3993 
www.centralmeat.uk 
E: info@gemeats.co.uk 
 
Channel Meats Ltd  
31/33 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 0082 
Fax: 020 7329 0337 
E: channelmeats@aol.com 
 
D.P. Meats (Alford & Ford Ltd)  
16 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 7248 0285 
Fax: 020 7236 4173 
www.dpmeats.co.uk 
E: sales@dpmeats.co.uk 
 
Denton Bros. (Smithfield) 
220 Central Markets 
Phone: 020 7248 0281 
Fax: 020 7248 0281 
E: admin@dentonbros.co.uk 
 
J. F. Edwards (Smithfield) Ltd 
42 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 9721 
Fax: 020 7248 4359 
www.jfedwards.uk.com 
E: info@jfedwards.uk.com 
and shops 28, 207 & 208   
 
Finclass Ltd 
224 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7329 4779 
Fax:  020 7329 0271 
E: sales@finclass.co.uk 
 
G & E Meats Ltd  
36 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 6678 
Fax: 020 7329 3993 
www.gemeats.uk 
E: info@gemeats.uk 
 
Icefront Ltd t/a Gordon Meats 
222/223 Central Markets 
Phone: 020 7236 6286 
Fax:  020 7489 9382 
E: sales@icefront.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Hixson of Smithfield 
38 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7248 3569 
Fax: 020 7213 9460 
www.tomhixson.co.uk  
E: hello@tomhixson.co.uk 
and shop 221  
 
Keevil & Keevil  
218 Central Markets 
Phone: 020 7489 9246 
Fax: 020 7329 0402 
www.keevilandkeevil.co.uk 
E: info@keevils.co.uk 
 
PW & JK Killby Ltd  
32 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 1347 
Fax: 020 7329 0729 
E: killby@hotmail.co.uk 
 
G. Lawrence Wholesale                             
Meat Co. Ltd  
23 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 7248 4488 
Fax: 020 7248 4466 
E: info@glawrence.co.uk 
 
Longcroft & Old Ltd  
30 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 8631 
Fax: 020 7236 6310 
E: julie@longcroftandold.com 
 
Market Provisions  
(Smithfield) Ltd  
20 Central Markets 
Phone: 020 7248 1165 
Fax: 020 7248 2383 
www.georgeabrahams.co.uk 
E: sales@georgeabrahams.co.uk 
 
P. J. Martinelli Ltd  
25 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7489 8820 
Fax: 020 7489 9387 
www.pjmartinelli.co.uk 
E: enquiries@pjmartinelli.ltd.uk 
and shop 2/4, 206 & 210-213 
 
Edward Price & Partners Ltd 
27 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 8824 
Fax: 020 7236 8395 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reeve & Co. Ltd 
9/11 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 4030 
Fax: 020 7236 4032 
E: enquires@reeveandcoltd.co.uk 
 
Rhonda Meats Ltd 
13/15 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 0870 
Fax: 020 7248 2300 
E: tom.green@rhondameats.co.uk 

H. Smith (Smithfield) Ltd 
205 Central Markets 
Phone: 020 7236 9062 
Fax: 020 7489 0941 
E:mark@hsmithsmithfield.co.uk 

Smithfield Beef Co. Ltd 
34 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 3972 6903 
Fax: 020 7248 6654 
E: info@smithfieldbeef.co.uk 
 
Peter Thompson Group Ltd 
1-7 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 7246 0000 
Fax: 020 7236 3414  
www.ptgplc.com 
E: sales@ptgplc.com 
 
Village Pork (Smithfield) Ltd 
43 West Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 6229 
Fax: 020 7248 5915 
E: villagepork@btconnect.com 

Vixelli 
14 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 7248 7086 
Fax: 020 7248 5873 
E: sales@vixelli.co.uk 

William Warman & Guttridge Ltd 
12 East Market Building 
Phone: 020 7236 7395 
Fax: 020 7248 0441 
www.warmanandguttridge.co.uk 
E: sales@warmans.uk.com 
and shop 6, 8 & 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:keithdr@sky.com
mailto:sales@absalomandtribe.co.uk
http://www.jamesburden.co.uk/
mailto:info@gemeats.co.uk
http://www.gemeats.uk/
mailto:paul@gemeats.uk
mailto:sales@icefront.co.uk
http://www.tomhixson.co.uk/
mailto:hello@tomhixson.co.uk
mailto:sales@warmans.uk.com
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EXTINCTION REBELLION 
ACTION IN THE CITY 

Extinction Rebellion’s annual protest was scheduled 
between 22 August and 6 September this year.  There 
were concerns that Smithfield Market would be 
targeted as it had been in the past by animal rights 
protestors.  In the event, the Market escaped lightly.  
There was a march that started and finished here on 
Saturday 28 August which passed off without incident.   

In the City, the main activities targeted Guildhall, 
London Bridge and Tower Bridge.  Some financial 
services companies were also attacked.  The biggest 
demonstrations were in the West End, most notably 
near Leicester Square tube station where a large pink 
table was installed. 

 
 

61-65 HOLBORN VIADUCT 

61-65 Holborn Viaduct, formerly Citicape House, is the 
triangular site opposite the City Thameslink Station 
which backs on to Snow Hill.  The old office building 
was demolished some while ago and there has been 
construction going on since.  The original plan was for 
a 382 bedroom hotel but the pandemic has meant a 
new look at the use of the site.  The developers, 
Dominvs Group, are now working with the London 
School of Economics to promote a new, sustainable 
building of exemplary design quality for student 
accommodation including community and cultural use 
at ground floor level and significant public realm 
improvements.  There will be a new pedestrian route 
connecting Holborn Viaduct and Snow Hill. 

The building will contain 660 student bedrooms as well 
as a public roof terrace. 

 

THE COVENTRY CAROL 

This carol dates to 16th century Coventry and was 
traditionally performed in Mystery Plays, telling Bible 
stories, including the Nativity.  In particular, this carol 
tells of King Herod’s order to kill all young children 
which he hopes will result in the death of the young 
Jesus.  The carol is set to somewhat somber music 
reflecting the subject matter. 

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, 
Bye bye, lully, lullay. 
Thou little tiny child, 
Bye bye, lully, lullay. 

O sisters too, how may we do 
For to preserve this day 
This poor youngling for whom we sing, 
“Bye bye, lully, lullay?” 

Herod the king, in his raging, 
Chargèd he hath this day 
His men of might in his own sight 
All young children to slay. 

That woe is me, poor child, for thee 
And ever mourn and may 
For thy parting neither say nor sing, 
“Bye bye, lully, lullay.” 
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GAZETTE BY EMAIL 

If you would prefer to receive the Gazette by email, 
please email us to request this at 

info@smithfieldmarket.com 

The Smithfield Gazette invites tenants, staff and 
others to forward items for inclusion in the Gazette.  
These could be personal or company news and 
events or anything else you might care to write 
about.  Your stories are of great interest to your 
colleagues and will go unnoticed without your input. 
Who's getting married? Is there a new baby?  Are you 
looking for sponsorship for a charity event? 
Let us know by email info@smithfieldmarket.com 

telephone 020 7248 3151  
or by mail to  

225 Central Markets, London, EC1A 9LH 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS QUOTES 

“Christmas is built upon a beautiful paradox; that 
the birth of the homeless should be celebrated in 

every home.” 

GK Chesterton, 1874-1936 
English Writer, poet, dramatist and journalist 

 

“Adults can take a simple holiday for children and 
screw it up.  What began as a presentation of 

simple gifts to delight and surprise children around 
the Christmas tree has culminated in a woman 
unwrapping six shrimp forks from her dog, who 

drew her name.” 

Erma Bombeck, 1927-1996 
American humourist 

 

“Once again, we come to the holiday season, a 
deeply religious time that each of us observes, in his 

own way, by going to the mall of his choice.” 

Dave Barry, 1947- 
American Author 

 

“I’ve learned that you can tell a lot about a person 
by the way he handles these three things: a rainy 

day, lost luggage, and tangled Christmas tree 
lights.” 

Maya Angelou 1928-2014 
American Poet 

 

 

DIARY 

12 Jan SMTA Council 
19 Jan Markets Committee 
23 Feb SMTA Council 
  9 Mar Markets Committee 
30 Mar SMTA AGM 
27 Apr SMTA Council 
25 May SMTA Council 
25 May Markets Committee 
29 Jun SMTA Council 
13 Jul Markets Committee 
27 Jul SMTA Council 

 

 

 

SMITHFIELD’S FUTURE AND YOU – 
CAN YOU HELP? 

Tom Butler is currently researching Smithfield’s 
changing urban landscape and activities for a PhD 
research project with Brunel University, London.  He 
is keen to hear from people who work at Smithfield, 
their experiences and memories of the area and 
what the Market means to them. 

If you would like to know more or take part, please 
email Tom on 

tom.butler@brunel.ac.uk or text 07770890866 

 

 

mailto:info@smithfieldmarket.com
mailto:info@smithfieldmarket.com
mailto:tom.butler@brunel.ac.uk
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